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Introduction


The world, by virtue of becoming a global village due to advancements in technology, transport and communication has also been experiencing global issues that affect every part of the world in different ways. These global problems include and are not limited to Immigration and refugees, adverse climatic conditions and climate change, global poverty, poor handling of dangerous toxic waste and pollution and scarcity of resources. All of the above mentioned issues have one thing in common; they are greatly influenced by the unfair and seemingly immoral sharing and distribution of the earth's resources in one way or the other. This is discussed with emphasis on poverty on a global scale.


United Nations defines poverty as a condition characterized by severe deprivation of basic human needs, including food, safe drinking water, sanitation facilities, health, shelter, education and information. Oct 27, 2016. Different people will describe poverty in different ways but the common similarity in all these is the obvious association it has with secondary problems like crime, growth of slum dwellings, fatal outbreaks of diseases and the list goes on. This explains why almost every developed town in the world inspires the growth of a slum nearby (Bhalla, 2016). It is sad to think that the poor population plays such a major role in maintaining the normal activities of a developed nation. Most of which is unskilled or manual labor which is necessary yet poorly compensated for.


Poverty can, however, simply be described as the state of being poor which in turn means not being able to afford basic necessities of life. It can also be said to be the state of experiencing scarcity or a total lack of specific commodities or material things that are essential for survival. With this definition in mind, global poverty translates as the state of poverty on a worldwide scale. Statistics show that nearly a half of the world's population (more than three billion people) live on less than two and a half dollars a day. UNICEF states that one billion children are living in poverty and that 22,000 children die every single day due to poverty.


From these startling statistics, it is right to conclude that poverty is a major global problem that needs to be dealt with (Booth, 2018). There are very many causes of poverty. Poverty is greatly attributed to the lack of education, overpopulation, epidemic diseases such as HIV/AIDs and malaria, the retrogressive culture of poverty, environmental and climatic adversities such as luck of rainfall among many other reasons. However, the unfair distribution of power and resources stands out as a major cause of poverty. 


Unequal and inequitable distribution of resources is a huge enemy of development and a constant bottleneck to the alleviation of poverty. This is because; the world's resources are in the hands of just a few rich people, organizations and nations which use these resources for their own gain at the expense of the majority poor (Booth, 2018). Even when natural resources are distributed in various parts of the world, their exploration, retrieval and use is left in the hands of the minority rich countries that have the financial wherewithal and expertise to utilize such resources. A good example of this is in the advancement of technology. Nations such as the United States, China, and Japan and most European countries are known for being manufacturers and producers of gadgets whereas the poorer Asian and African continents are just consumers of these products. 


This inability to compete on a fair ground because of unequal sharing of resources has led to the poor countries becoming poorer and the difference between the poor and rich countries becoming even more. In relation to inequities in distribution of power, only a few 'superpowers' male decisions on behalf of everyone else. Most of the time, this is usually based on their own selfish interests. Therefore, global politics has a huge hand in shaping how monies, technological and other resources are spread and distributed. Global legislation on the sharing of wealth largely supports the people from highly developed countries with those in underdeveloped counties remaining to be grossly voiceless at the global front. The lack of bargaining power is another reason for being unable to grow economically, with the ripple effect being that people become poor due to lack of jobs and opportunities to earn a living (Booth, 2018).

Therefore, the lack of a just and fair platform for everyone and every nation to be equally represented has always been a recipe for many ills in society and the world at large. Poverty eradication must be backed by a sincere effort from the more powerful countries and agenda setters for it to actually be realized. Otherwise, without the political goodwill of the rich and the elite, it will always be another pipedream.
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